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‘I want to beNever
able to
help remember
forget
and tell their stories’

Photo by MADISON MEYER

Dr. Jack Shock, distinguished professor of communication, and Dr. Ginger Blackstone, associate professor of
communication, share their firsthand experiences in media from Sept. 11, 2001, with honors communication
students. Students and faculty visited the 9/11 memorial in Downtown Manhattan on Thursday, Sept. 9.
EVERETT KIRKMAN
editor-in-chief
Eleven honors communication students
and five communication department faculty
members traveled to New York City from
Sept. 8-12 to observe the 20th anniversary
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on
the World Trade Center in New York
City. Each student on the trip fulfilled an
honors contract on a topic related to 9/11,
the events surrounding it and the effects
felt worldwide.
The group visited the Sept. 11 Memorial
and Museum at ground zero on Thursday,
Sept. 9. While there, Dr. Jack Shock,
distinguished professor of communication,
was interviewed by multiple news outlets
about his experiences at ground zero in the
weeks following the attacks. Shock was
called to New York by a former student,
Darren Irby, national marketing officer of
the American Red Cross, to assist with Red
Cross media relations.
Seated in the same spot in the New York
Marriott Marquis where he met with the
rest of his team each morning in September
2001, Shock told the students of his two
weeks at ground zero with the Red Cross.

“My job was to bring the story out,”
Shock said.
Even national news correspondents
from outlets like NBC, ABC and CNN
had restricted access at ground zero, as
the National Guard patrolled what was an
ongoing investigation. Journalists would often
speak to Shock as a liason, who would then
enter the Red Cross area to find someone
willing to share their story.
“At that moment, that firefighter became
my client,” Shock said. “It was up to me to
ensure he had a safe experience that did
not exploit him, that did not put him in a
zone that would be unhealthy for him, and
also to accompany him to and through the
interview.”
Shock described the many interviews
that he took part in, where he stood directly
behind the camera and the interviewer, as
a presence of familiarity.
“I could stop the interview if I saw him
in distress, and I made that clear with the
reporter,” Shock said. “The number one
issue here is the safety and wellbeing of
the subject, especially at this brutal time. “
Dr. Ginger Blackstone, associate professor
of communication, was beside Shock in
the seating area, sharing with the students.

Students respond to
Supreme Court’s ruling on
Texas abortion ban
GABRIEL HUFF
asst. copy editor

In a 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court of the
United States declined to block Texas’ new
abortion law on Sept. 1.
The Texas law, coined the Texas Heartbeat
Act, seeks to prevent abortions when a fetal
heartbeat or cardiac activity is detected in
the womb, which typically begins around
six weeks into pregnancy. More specifically,
the act permitted individuals to sue anyone
who performs or assists abortions. The law
allows citizens to produce lawsuits instead of
necessitating public officials to enforce the
law. If plaintiffs win a case, they can obtain
a minimum of $10,000 in damages along
with attorneys’ fees.
Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed
the act into law in May, allowing it to take
effect Sept. 1. Some have criticized the new
law, saying six weeks is not enough time for
someone to seek an abortion. There are also
controversies regarding the medical accuracy
of a term used in the bill: fetal heartbeat.
Some professionals have said a heart does
not form around six weeks into pregnancy.
Senior Julia Carrell said she was disappointed
with the Texas Heartbeat Act.
“Ideally, the government should attack the
roots of the issue,” Carrell said. “Lots of people
searching for abortion is a symptom of larger
issues like poverty, access to childcare being
limited … It could be that the woman can’t
afford another child [or] it could be that the
woman doesn’t have emotional support. There
are so many factors that go into deciding to
take care of a child. And if we attack those

problems instead of attacking the woman
who’s already in a tough situation, I think
we wouldn’t have to ban abortions to make
abortions a rare thing.”
Freshman Skyler Marcellus, secretary
for HU Students for Life, said he agreed
with the Texas law because it aligns with
his Christian values. Furthermore, he said
the law holds people more accountable for
their actions and saves lives.
“I believe that we need to fix the systems
that the government is trying to fix with
abortion,” Marcellus said. “So I believe
we need to go in and we need to fix the
foster care system. I believe we need to go
in and we need to fix all these systems that
the government is like, ‘If you just have an
abortion, this other stuff will be taken care
of ’ because they are not trying to fix those
systems; they’re just trying to get rid of the
problem that’s overloading those systems.”

Blackstone worked as a producer for CNN
in Atlanta in September 2001. She and her
team have since received an Emmy Award
for their reporting work over the course of
the weeks following the attacks, as America
learned about the terrorists’ motives and the
U.S. government’s response in real time.
For Blackstone, Sept. 11, 2001, was her
day off. Unaware of the initial plane crash,
when the second plane hit the second tower,
her two cell phones, landline and BlackBerry
all began to ring at the same time. After
learning of the events, she was advised to
stay home and rest up for the work that
would ensue in days and weeks to come.
“All of the Turner networks, all of
them — even like TNT, TBS — they were
all simulcasting CNN, including CNN
International,” Blackstone said. “The thinking
was, there’s no point in us clamoring over
resources right now, we just need to centralize
the message.”
Blackstone said the channel stopped
running commercial breaks for two full weeks.
“You just had to go on feeling,” Blackstone
said. “There was no rulebook for this. Nothing
like this had ever happened. Like, when is
it okay to run a commercial again? When
is it appropriate?”

Photos by MADISON MEYER

Junior Emily Stinnett was a student on
the trip and created a video documentary of
it. A shorter version of her work, specifically
focused on the reflection of students,
was shown in chapel on Friday, Sept. 10.
Her project documented the visit to the
memorial, as well as visits to St. Paul’s
chapel, Trinity Church and the Engine 54,
Ladder 4, Battalion 9 firehouse on 8th Ave.
in Midtown Manhattan. Fifteen firefighters
from Engine Co. 54 went to the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, and none
returned — the most men lost from a single
engine company that day. The firefighters
there shared their personal stories with the
students and faculty and shared memories
of colleagues that had been lost.
Stinnett said one of the most memorable
moments of the trip to her was reading
the names of the 2,977 people that died
on 9/11, seeing their faces in photos and
learning more about their individual lives.
“I think it’s easy to define those people
by their death,” Stinnett said. “I mean it
was a huge event, and it was a huge attack
— but they deserve for their full stories to
be remembered and told. I want to be able
to help remember and tell their stories.”

Photo by MADISON MEYER

Flowers are propped up beneath an American flag at the Engine 54, Ladder
4, Battalion 9 firehouse on 8th Ave., in Midtown Manhattan commemorating
the firefighters who died on Sept. 11. This firehouse lost the most firefighters
on 9/11.
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Junior Emily Stinnett tries on a firefighter’s gear at the Engine 54, Ladder 4,
Battalion 9 firehouse on 8th Ave. in Midtown Manhattan.
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Assistant professor of behavioral science Sam Jeffrey in Cone Chapel in 2018. Jeffrey is currently campaigning for the White County Sheriff.

Faculty member campaigns for sheriff
CHLOE SCHLIFFKA
student-writer

Assistant professor of behavioral sciences
Sam Jeffrey is currently campaigning for
the White County Sheriff. Jeffrey began
his career working as a military contractor
and then went on to work for the CIA for
10 years as a polygrapher, interrogator and
special agent. He joined Harding University
faculty in 2015, preparing young men and
women to enforce the law.
“There are priorities that I see as being
missed,” Jeffrey said.
His vision to improve White County is
based upon a few factors that he believes
to be a rising concern and commonly
overlooked in all areas of the country.
“Drug trafficking, human trafficking;
and those are growing things, not just in our
community, but in our nation,” Jeffrey said.

Jeffrey expressed his concern for the
influx of drugs and human trafficking with
the transition of Interstate 57 coming
through Searcy. Jeffrey said he invested
time into studying the subject.
“More people are bought and sold
today than in any other part of history,”
Jeffrey said. “If you don’t step up and put
those things into check early on, they are
going to get out of hand.”
Jeffrey also said he believes there is a
need to mend the gaps between federal
and local government.
“The federal government has made
several moves in which they require
local government help to enforce their
mandates,” Jeff rey said. “ You need
leadership at the county level to keep
those things in check.”

Junior Todd Yurcho, vice president
for the Criminal Justice Association at
Harding, has been a student of Jeffrey’s
for three years. Yurcho said he believes
Jeff rey has demonstrated exemplar y
leadership inside the classroom.
“He’s very knowledgeable about what
he knows about his field,” Yurcho said.
“He believes [drug trafficking and human
trafficking] should be dealt with swiftly
and effectively, which I’m sure he’ll do
if he’s in office.”
Connie May, a worker at Searcy ’s
Book Nest, expressed her concerns for
the public safety of people living in the
downtown area.
“They’ve been trying for years to get
the downtown back where people want
to come to it,” May said. ”I always think
about that.”

Another local worker at Creme and
Sugar, Chloe Daniel, expressed similar
concerns.
“That’s my big thing — feeling safe,”
Daniel said.
Similarly, Jeffrey said making this county
safer is his top priority.
“White County’s my home,” Jeffrey said.
“I know how to bring in a standard to keep
drug trafficking and human trafficking in
check, and I feel compelled to do that.”
The election primaries will be held in
November 2022 and Jeff rey has begun
his campaign. He said he recognizes the
public’s desire to see concerns addressed
and he believes he can do so in ways that
have not been done before.
“It has all gone amazingly well,” Jeffrey
said. “I have yet to have an interaction that
has not resulted really positively.”

Fair back after
2020 hiatus
Photo by MADISON MEYER

Ferris wheel operates at the White County fairgrounds Wednesday Sept. 15. The fair came back this year after a break due to COVID-19.
HAYLEY KATE WEBB
student-writer
The White County Fair returned on
Saturday, Sept. 11. This year’s events
kicked off with an opening fair parade
Saturday in Downtown Searcy. The
parade was followed by five days of fair
festivities beginning Sunday, Sept. 12.
The fairground events included livestock
shows, the 4-H Pullet auction, various
genres of live entertainment performed
by area musicians, roller coaster rides, a
petting zoo, camel rides and a youth rodeo.
“The fair is back in full force this year,”
White County cooperative extension
service 4-H agent Jan Yingling said. “The

White County community and I could not
be any more excited.”
In 2020, the White County Fair was
called off for the first time in more than
80 years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The absence of the 2020 White County
Fair was a disappointment to those who
prepare for the event every year. Stephanie
Wortham, mother to three boys who compete
yearly in the livestock competitions, said
that her boys were devastated when they
didn’t get to showcase their hard work at
last year’s fair.
“It ’s a lot of time and dedication,”
Wortham said. “They spend time feeding
their cows, walking them, and even giving
them baths. It is a big responsibility, and

the fair gives them a chance to show how
hard they have worked to prepare.”
Harding University graduate student and
longtime White County Fair participant
Carissa Caples said the return of the White
County Fair is important because it provides
a unique opportunity for children and
families to join together and experience
their local community.
“The fair showcases the best of White
County agriculture and recognizes those
of our community who excel,” Caples
said. “It’s a way the community can come
together to recognize and celebrate each
other. It’s very special to White County.”
There is still time to experience the
festivities at the fairgrounds today and

tomorrow. The fair will be open to the public
today from 4-8:30 p.m. Cost of admission
is $6 for children and $8 for adults. Today’s
events will include the presentation of
livestock awards, motorsports autocross
events and the first ever Professional Rodeo
Cowboys Association rodeo.
The gates will open tomorrow at 9 a.m.
Tomorrow’s featured attractions will be
the demolition derby, which will begin
at 6:30 p.m., and the continuation of the
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association
rodeo. The 2021 White County Fair will
conclude tomorrow at 8:30 p.m. The full
schedule of events can be found on the
White County Fair website.
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A more
perfect
union
Eric Johnson

Should Harding have a mask mandate?

Opinions Editor

For

Against

Sam Chester

Ellis Rampy

Guest Writer

Guest Writer

A

mask mandate. Those were scary words as we entered into
a pandemic in early 2020. There were many unknowns, and
a lot of people were fearful as local governments across the nation
told everyone they needed to start wearing masks to protect those
around them from the harmful virus. Today, many mask mandates
no longer exist. As COVID-19 became more normalized and people
began to get vaccinated, the use of masks was no longer required
for everyday activities. This occurred before the Delta variant of
COVID-19 struck the U.S. COVID-19 cases are rising once again
as this new strain of the virus begins spreading in a nation where
masks are not being worn.
Research shows that masks are effective in reducing the spread
of COVID-19. We’ve had time to argue that they aren’t, but now
the research has been done. According to the Washington Post,
a real-world study of more than 340,000 adults in Bangladesh
was conducted where certain communities were given masks and
reminders to wear them properly and other communities were
not. During this study, researchers found conclusive evidence that
the more people wore masks in a community, the less COVID-19
spread. This is a practice I believe the Harding community needs to
adopt once again. I am not pushing for plexiglass to be put back in
all classrooms or even for class sizes to be limited. I simply believe
that if we join together and wear masks as a community that we
can stop the spread of COVID-19 both on campus and in the
Searcy community.
The Delta variant of COVID-19 is not something to mess with.
The little information we have on the Delta variant shows it to be
a more serious illness for all ages, with the severity not just being
limited to people of poor health and the elderly. College-aged
students are dying from the Delta variant — and at a much faster
rate than the original strain of COVID-19. It is time for us to take
action and mask up. I understand that masks can be annoying and
sometimes uncomfortable, but I believe that to be a small sacrifice
if it means keeping those around me healthy and on campus. The
number of those affected are growing every day on campus and in
our community. I would hate for the moment of realization about
the true impact the Delta variant could have on us be from one
of our peers becoming severely ill, hospitalized or worse. We as a
school need to stop underestimating the importance of masks. Masks
are cheap, simple, and, most importantly, they limit the spread of
COVID-19. Wearing a mask during a pandemic is normal; let’s
stop acting like it’s not.
SAM CHESTER is a guest writer for The Bison.
He may be contacted at schester@harding.edu.

Grant Countess

W

earing a mask should come down to making the
personal choice of whether or not to wear one.
Many people have said throughout the pandemic that being
forced to wear a mask is not about freedom or personal choice
when, in fact, that is exactly what it is about. Harding had
a mask mandate upon our return to in-person learning in
fall 2020, yet COVID-19 ran through the student body like
wildfire. In no way am I discounting one’s judgement should
they choose to wear a mask. If someone feels they should
wear a mask then, by all means, they should. Why? Because
they are making the personal choice. Likewise, others should
have the same choice to not wear one.
We have been told to “trust the science’’ since the
beginning of the pandemic, but the science surrounding the
efficacy of masks is, at best, inconclusive. At the beginning
of the pandemic, we were told only N95 masks could stop
COVID-19, and now we have people wearing three or more
masks that they stitched together with supplies they bought
at Hobby Lobby. What is the truth? Countries with extreme
COVID-19 regulations such as Italy, Spain, Belgium, and
the United Kingdom experienced a massive spike in cases
after they required masks. This begs the question: If masks
prevent COVID-19, then why did these countries experience
a significant uptick in cases, while many countries that didn’t
mandate masks, such as Denmark, Sweden and Norway, saw
significantly lower COVID-19 numbers?
The same trends are seen in the United States. Cities like
New York, Los Angeles and San Francisco have some of the
strictest mask mandates, yet they saw some of the highest
COVID-19 numbers in the country. If you look back at
Harding’s numbers last year — when masks were required —
versus this year, they are almost identical. People who want
to wear a mask, of course, can do so, but forcing the entire
campus to wear a mask is baseless cosmetic theater. This is not
to diminish other preventative measures, such as vaccination,
or to make light of the seriousness of COVID-19. However,
the strong correlation to severity of COVID-19 is to age,
and the data shows that college students are the least at risk
of any age group. Because of this, we should have the choice,
as we do now, whether or not to wear a mask at Harding.
ELLIS RAMPY is a guest writer for The Bison.
He may be contacted at wrampy@harding.edu.

Community coffee

Guest Writer

M

y experience of coffee began with
instant-hot tap water and a few
scoops of instant Community coffee. Years
later, I encountered the enlightening parallel
experience of a cup of coffee brewed by
experienced, intentional hands. That moment
in time called me to explore a profound
path of learning about coffee — aspects like
sourcing, the types of roasts, buying whole
versus pre-ground, hand-grinding, blooming
and extraction methods. Although there’s
not a single iota of my being that wishes to
return again to that instant coffee, I also don’t
regret the experience in the least. In fact, it
was a vital step in beginning to appreciate the
nuanced flavors found in good coffee, as well
as listening to the story it has to share about
building community.
Most of our first experiences of community
begin with quick and easy relationships. We
tend to find belonging in a group with which we
share much in common. This is instant coffee.
It is a great place to start; in fact, it may be
necessary. We hear that we are important and
that we matter. Yet, as we spend more time
in this group, we long for something deeper
than the initially fast and fun relationships. We
have learned about the exceedingly rewarding
flavors hidden beyond what instant coffee offers.

staffEverett Kirkman

We begin to cultivate more personal
relationships; parts of our life that have only
ever known darkness are surrendered to the
light. This is learning the value found in
grinding our own beans each morning; it’s
not always convenient or easy.

You are already good, and
you are perfectly imperfect.
– Grant Countess,
guest writer

At some point, we give our stories or hearts
to people who aren’t healthy enough to listen
and accept us, or we do the same to someone
else. The reality is that we will brew a few bad
cups of coffee as we learn our boundaries and
our needs.
We experience someone loving us when
we feel completely unlovable, and we learn to
take responsibility for how we think, feel and
need — eventually leading us into a relationship
where we are fully known and where we are
fully loved. We have learned how to brew a
good cup of coffee.

From here, we possess the ability to love
the other that doesn’t look, talk or believe like
us, and so accordingly are able to extend grace
in the measures it is extended to us. This is
the journey from instant coffee to great coffee
which requires time, understanding and conflict
but delivers the fulfillment only extracted from
genuine community and honest relationships.
Remember there are many starting points:
family, church, Folgers, friends, social clubs
and any number of others. Each of these
are normal places to start; it is even normal
to have not experienced these yet. You are
already good, and you are perfectly imperfect.
Allow the relationships you already have to
call you into deeper vulnerability, and maybe
as we practice freely receiving love from one
another, we will be moving closer to a fuller
experience of the one who is love himself.
Regardless of the starting point, we are all
worthy of a transformational community, as
well as a really good cup of coffee.

GRANT COUNTESS is a guest
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at gcountess@harding.edu.

You’re only
human

W

hat does it mean to be human?
Such a question could surely be
approached from nearly every academic field
imaginable, with widely varying degrees of
answers. In this article, I want to approach
this question from a socio-cultural perspective.
How should societies think about the nature
of its constituents? More specifically, in 2021
America — how should we treat the idea of
being human?
This may seem to be a needlessly abstract
question that fails to have any immediate social
relevance; but in fact, I think this is a question
that manifests itself as a foundational component
in many of our nation’s most divisive political
debates. Yet the question of definitional human
qualities is rarely addressed directly. Is that
because such a discussion is unnecessary? Are
we all operating on the same social definition
of human nature all the time? I would contend
that that is not the case and that more attention
ought to be paid to this question.
From this point I could diverge in several
directions, as the question I am addressing is
such a vast and expansive one, but I would
like to hone in on the topic of proper human
judgement. Should we define someone by
their worst mistake? Is a human more than
their worst decision? How much does such
a decision reflect on one’s entire being? How
culpable can someone be for their actions, once
one takes their social, cultural and historical
context into account?
I imagine many of you can already connect
these questions to current topics in today’s culture
wars. The rise of cancel culture comes to mind.
Undeniably, this is one of the most controversial
issues being discussed today. Cancel culture
runs in every imaginable direction, taking aim
at people from both centuries ago and those
alive today, and prosecutes them for moral
crimes ranging from all sorts of severity. While
there are many questions and considerations at
play in cancel culture, I think there is a central
question that this debate revolves around: What
does it mean to be human, and how should
that inform how we judge others?
I often feel as though an appreciation
for the complexity and uniqueness of every
individual person is lost in these debates. I
am reminded of something that Ta-Nehisi
Coates said on “The Ezra Klein Show” this
past July. While discussing the challenges in
interpreting American history, Coates spoke
on how writers must resist the urge to create
false narratives that turn mere humans into
something more (or less).
“If you believe you’re covering a human being,
who is human like all other human beings, who
makes mistakes like all other human beings,
who sometimes does good things like all other
human beings, and other times, does things that
are quite evil, like other human beings, that
their biography is a mix of those things, and
that that should always be taken into account,
you’re going to cover that person in a very, very
different way,” Coates said.
I find Coates’ statement here to be deeply
refreshing and relevant. Keeping a balanced
view of what humanity truly entails would
surely be of great benefit to all and eliminate
so much unnecessary bitterness and conflict
that pervades our culture today. Too often do
we decide to take the mental shortcut and
reduce someone down to a caricature version
of their true self. Sometimes we exalt people
to a god-like status, and sometimes we reduce
someone down to one horrible mistake they’ve
made. Such practices are lazy and poison our
social wellbeing.
Let us instead take Coates’ words to heart
and always strive to recognize the humanity in
each other. I’m sure it is what you would want
another to afford you.

ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.
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Work in
progress
Everett Kirkman

Editor-in-Chief

Wearing a hat
and going to
Denny’s
O

n Tuesday, Sept. 14, comedy legend
Norm Macdonald died. He died due
to cancer — a battle he had largely kept private.
“I’m pretty sure, I’m not a doctor, but I’m
pretty sure if you die, the cancer dies at the
same time,” Macdonald once said. “That’s not
a loss. That’s a draw.”
Macdonald affected my humor before I
even knew his name. My Twitter newsfeed in
the past few days shows proof of the influence
he had on his generation and the next, for
professional comedians and audiences alike.
I have Macdonald to thank for the cadence
I often use to tell jokes. I have many of his
Saturday Night Live Weekend Updates to
thank for my love for journalism and comedy,
and the potential for the two to intertwine.
His dry wit affected the way I perceive and
critique the world. His deadpan delivery showed
determination and patience — Macdonald
was willing to wait for a joke to land.
I have learned a lot about Macdonald in the
past few days, too. For one, I have realized that
I admired him because of his career — I didn’t
make an effort to know who he was outside
of the years he was on SNL, his appearances
on late-night talk shows, or even his role as a
lazy, unreliable uncle on “The Middle.”

Macdonald was a person
with a full life outside of his
career.
– Everett Kirkman,
editor-in-chief

He alluded to that in his memoir, where he
said that even if he was remembered, it would
be by those memories, where he would live
on as a young Burt Reynolds, insisting that
Alex Trebek call him Turd Ferguson, even
though that era of his career only took up a
few years of his life.
But, just as I hope to be known by more
than my job, just as I hope to live a life toward
a greater good aside from my employment,
Macdonald was a person with a full life outside
of his career. I have read stories about him
helping young comedians get their first jobs;
sitting down with fans for an hour or more
to talk about their lives, rather than signing
an autograph and moving on. I have read
excerpts from his memoir and scrolled through
many of his on-brand live-tweet threads on
sporting events.
I have learned that while his career was not
a full biography of his life, every part of his
public persona was a reflection of his more
personal identity. He truly was known to be
thoughtful and patient and an astute observer
of people around him, whether he could get
a punchline out of it or not.
Macdonald’s comedy career will continue
to inspire people for years to come, but his
broader life and legacy leaves a greater impact
on my life.
“It’s the greatest gig in the world, being
alive,” Macdonald said once. “You get to eat at
Denny’s, wear a hat, whatever you wanna do.”
I honestly don’t know what my dream
job is, and I don’t know what I want to be
when I grow up, but I do know I want to be
remembered for more than that. I want the
work I do to be a reflection of who I am. I
want to be someone outside of a nine to five
office job, even if it is a noteworthy one. When
I die — and we all will someday — I want
people to know what I was passionate about.
I want people to have seen me for being alive
— wearing a hat, and going to Denny’s — not
just as whatever will end up paying the bills.
Macdonald is survived by his mother, his
son, two brothers, a large community of lifelong
fans and, you guessed it, Frank Stallone.

EVERETT KIRKMAN is the editorin-chief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at ekirkman@harding.
edu.

Ryan Gallagher

Lifestyle Editor

W

affles are the best food in the
Range Food Hall and the superior
breakfast food.
W hen you walk into the cafeteria,
there are a few guarantees: hamburgers,
sandwiches, salad bar. All of which are
mainstream food options that you can find
at any restaurant around town. There is one
issue: Even if you rotate all the consistent
food options, it will get old at one point.
Sometimes burgers are not appealing or are
never appealing if you do not like burgers
at all, like myself. I will give a shoutout to
salads, there are a lot of different ways to
mix up a salad and switch it up without
getting sick of them. Then you bring waffles
into the picture: They are the most versatile
and delicious option you will find.
I want to preface by saying waffles may
not be the best breakfast food in existence,
but they are the best average breakfast
food you would see in a household. There
are some breakfast casseroles that top
waffles in a heartbeat, but I have not seen
a household that has breakfast casseroles
every day. When I think about the normal
daily breakfast foods I think of waffles,
pancakes, eggs, toast, cereal, yogurt, French
toast and probably a few more.
Pancakes, French toast and waffles: These
three breakfast foods create an interesting
discussion on ranking which one is the
best. The ordering above is a ranking of
worst to the best. There is a significant
issue with pancakes. Everything I enjoy
and desire in a pancake, I find in a waffle.

A

I like waffles
a waffle lot
There is no difference between the type
of batter used or the toppings you put on
them. They differ in thickness and shape.
It is a lot easier to change the thickness
of a waffle. You pour batter to match how
thick you want a waffle. Meanwhile for
a pancake, unless you have something
to control the spread of a pancake, they
often keep spreading in circumference
rather than rising in thickness. In terms
of the shape, a waffle gives you pockets to
help with portion sizes on toppings and
a cleaner plate.

toast is a lot easier than eating one more
waffle. French toast is too easy to consume,
and often I find myself overstuffing myself
due to that factor. Waffles are a lot easier
to eat throughout the day compared to
French toast. You do not eat French toast
for dinner, but you do eat chicken and
waffles. That may be one example, but one
is more than none (I know the late-night
cafeteria has had chicken and French toast,
but please tell me where else you see that
over chicken and waffles).
When it comes to the cafeteria, when
you need the true consistency, waffles are
the move. It gives you 100% consistency.
The waffle maker at the cafeteria allows
Please bring us more fruit
for portion control as well: four sections
options; peaches and
— make as much as you want. I will give
blueberries are the two I beg the cafeteria waffles a major critique. The
toppings are far f rom optimal. Syrup,
for the most.
chocolate sauce, strawberries, whip cream,
apples and two candies that I think are
butterfingers and heath. At least we can
– Ryan Gallagher,
have the chicken and waffles combo. My
lifestyle editor
cry, my plea, my beg for the Range Food
While pancakes are clearly the weakest Hall: Give us some healthy options. They
of the bunch, the battle between French are forcing it into a dessert, and I can
toast and waffles is a closer one. For taste, only ask why? Please bring us more fruit
it is a matter of opinion, I enjoy waffles options; peaches and blueberries are the
more than I do French toast. There are two I beg for the most. Lastly, replace
two areas that waffles do top French toast the chocolate sauce with chocolate chips;
on: portion control and versatility. In my putting chocolate chips in the batter is
experience, I have never made French simple and hits way different.
toast. It is hard to predict the perfect egg RYAN GALLAGHER is the lifestyle
to toast ratio and how much people will editor for The Bison. He may be
be eating. Also, eating one more French contacted at rgallagher1@harding.edu.

Oh, the thinks you can think

s an English teacher, I like to think
of myself as a literate person. But a
trip to the bookstore is humbling for anyone
who wants to feel well read. Whenever I’m
surrounded by acres of shelves holding miles of
books, I feel torn. The possibilities in front of
me in such places are exhilarating. Yet, seeing
so many volumes that I have not read and will
likely never read makes me feel pretty obtuse.
My self-esteem took a particular hit this
summer, as I browsed the aisles of Books-AMillion. Looking for a children’s book for my
niece, who was soon to become a first-time
mother, I found a free leaflet for parents
called “50 Books to Read Before You’re 5.”
In the spirit of “100 Books to Read Before
You Die,” but in a more hopeful vein, this list
takes a stab at defining what a literate child
should accomplish in the first half-decade.
I’m ashamed to report that I am way
behind for my age.
Of the 50 titles on the list, I have read
15 of them. To be fair, many of the books
came along after my peak years of reading
children’s literature were over. So, you’ll have
to forgive me for missing “Dragons Love
Tacos,” “Giraffes Can’t Dance” or “Llama
Llama Red Pajama.” But I am up on the
work of Eric Carle, who passed away this
summer at 91, and who is represented by
three books on the list, including “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar.”
And what child hasn’t delighted in the
fantasy world of “Where the Wild Things
Are” by Maurice Sendak? Or laughed at
the antics of “Curious George” by H. A.
Rey? And apparently, “If you Give a Mouse
a Cookie” by Laura Numeroff became a
publishing dynasty that also let children
imagine feeding a moose a muffin and
handing a pig a pancake.

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

By far, though, the author most represented
is Dr. Seuss, with six titles that every kid
should read, and the list could have included
a dozen more. Theodor Seuss Geisel was an
icon whose whimsical characters and witty
rhymes have entertained book-lovers of all
ages since his first one came out in 1937.
Frustrated with the boring fare provided
to young readers —“See Jane kick the red,
red ball”— Dr. Seuss believed that children
would enjoy reading much more if it were,
in fact, fun.
I hear the same thing is true of World
Literature students.
I have fond memories of books like “One
Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish,” which
I read over and over as a child. I also loved
“Green Eggs and Ham,” which the author
famously wrote on a bet with his publisher
Bennett Cerf, who didn’t think Dr. Seuss
could write a book that used only 50 or fewer
unique words. I know people who can’t say
“Good morning” in 50 or fewer words. But
Seuss made it work.
He even followed me into high school. I
vividly remember my senior English teacher
reading “The Butter Battle Book” to us out
loud. It’s about the Yooks and the Zooks, two
rival groups who disagree on whether to eat
bread with the butter side up or the butter
side down. The feud becomes increasingly
militaristic, with each side developing

outrageously elaborate weapons, like the
“Triple Sling Jigger.”
Despite the widespread assumption that
all children’s books must end happily, this
one ends on a note of honest uncertainty,
with the Yooks and the Zooks poised for
mutual destruction. Dr. Seuss wrote it during
the Cold War as a critique of the arms race.
When some complained that the book was
an attack on the troops, Seuss — who had
served his country during World War II —
pointed out that he wasn’t anti-military: “I’m
just anti-crazy,” he said.
Any child who has ever been frustrated
with a stubbornly present friend could relate to
another of my favorites, “Marvin K. Mooney,
Will You Please Go Now.” It features an
intractable character who refuses to leave, no
matter how many different means of exit are
offered. During the Watergate scandal, Seuss
was amused when Art Buchwald reprinted
the entire text in one of his opinion columns,
with the title changed to “Richard M. Nixon,
Will You Please Go Now?”
I learned this and other Seussian trivia
this summer when I read “Becoming Dr.
Seuss: Theodor Geisel and the Making of an
American Imagination” by Brian Jay Jones.
The author has also written biographies
of Muppeteer Jim Henson and Star Wars
mastermind George Lucas. If he someday
pens a book about Jay Ward, the creator
of Bullwinkle, he will have covered all the
architects of my childhood.
“But Clax,” you say, “what about all the
controversy earlier this year about Dr. Seuss?”
Yeah, I know. Come back next week and we’ll
talk about it.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Thoughts
of a
Hoosier
Tiane Davis

sports editor

Next chapter

For those of you who don’t know me, I
have been a cross-country runner for almost
half my life, and recently I had to make a
very hard decision. My passion for racing
and training has been gone for some time
now, so I finally decided that it was best for
me to stop running competitively and focus
on things I truly love. It has definitely been
a learning experience.
Deciding I didn’t want to run anymore
was one of the hardest decisions I have ever
had to make, because I have essentially loved
every part of Harding cross-country and track
except the running. I know how silly it sounds
to say I love everything about a sport except
the sport itself, but being part of a team is so
much more than training and competing. To
think that I was lucky enough to be a part of
such a loving and supportive group of people
is a thought I will cherish forever.
My coaches and teammates are the sole
reason it took me so long to quit; being able
to share such a wide range of experiences and
emotions with a group of people on a daily
basis is something that is difficult to replace. I
have nothing but praise to say for every single
one of my teammates and coaches; they were
my best friends, my support system and my
family during my first year of college, and
that hasn’t changed one bit. I will always
remember the many movie nights my team
would have after already spending an entire
week together, or days we would just sit in
the locker room talking after practice. One
of the best memories I have, funnily enough,
is when our bus broke down, and we were
stranded in the middle of Oklahoma for an
extra day after our conference meet. It was
never really the experiences we had, but
that we were together when they happened.
What’s more, I still feel as if I am part of
the team, even if I am not on the roster
anymore. I speak about my teammates as
if they are a memory, but I am still as close
with them as ever.
On the other hand, I have never felt more
brave or more free. It feels like I have entered
uncharted territory, but it is a territory with
unbounded possibilities. Something that has
been a part of my identity for so many years
is no longer a part of my life anymore, and
it is terrifying. But it has forced me to look
inward and ask myself if I truly believe I am
where I want to be in life. I might not know
exactly where I am headed, but at least I know
I will be happy, and that keeps me brave.
I want to end this with a bit of encouragement
to myself and anyone who might find
themselves at a crossroads in the future. If you
are spending too much time on something
you do not enjoy or love, don’t be worried
about doing what is best for you. Just do it.
You might worry about what others may
think or do, but you will end up realizing
that the most important people in your life
support your happiness. Make your decision,
whatever it may be, and you will feel brave.
You will feel free. And you will be at peace.
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Swim club makes a splash
EMMA JONES
digital content editor

A new swim club has been founded at
Harding, allowing both men and women
to participate, with the plan to hopefully
compete in the future.
The idea to start a swim club at Harding
came about two years ago when senior Ashley
Farmer took adjunct professor of kinesiology
Kim Yingling’s swimming class. Farmer
brought the idea of a swim club to Student
Life for it to be approved but ran into some
issues when the COVID-19 pandemic began.
Final approval was given for the club
to be started at the end of the spring 2021
semester, and Farmer said she is excited to
grow the club and start building relationships
with those who join.
“I swam my first two years at college at
a different school in California, but I had
[health complications] so I stopped

swimming collegiately,” Farmer said. “When
I came to Harding, I wanted to continue
swimming, and we have this really great
pool. When I took [Yingling’s] class I was
like, ‘Why don’t we start a swim club?’ and so
we kinda got it off the ground, and it took a
while but now we’re here, and it’s been very
fun so far.”
Yingling, who is acting as the sponsor
for the club with help from her husband,
professor of kinesiology, J.D. Yingling, said
the swim club is planning to compete against
other clubs in Arkansas once it gains more
traction.
“Most of them want to compete, so when
we kinda get everything in gear and get
going and everything seems to be going well,
we’ll do that,” Yingling said. “We’ve got a
couple members that are more recreational
swimmers that want to just work out and
get better at swimming, but a majority of
them come from a swim team background

and want to compete.”
Sophomore Faith Schmeling initially
heard about the swim club from one of her
friends who is an officer for the club this
semester. She is also taking a lifeguarding
class with Yingling this semester and said
she was told about it then, as well.
“I swam elementary school through high
school, and I’ve gotten out of shape, so I want
to get back into shape and maybe compete
a little,” Schmeling said. “I’m also hoping to
make some more friends.”
The tentative practice schedule for the
swim club is Mondays from 4-6 p.m., and
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from
5-6 p.m.
“You don’t have to come every day, just to
what you can commit to, but we’re hoping to
get a big enough team to compete and keep
the legacy going in the future,” Yingling said.
“We’re very excited.”
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Bison running back becomes GAC
rushing leader

CAROLINE BIRDWELL
head copy editor

Bison football commenced their 2021
season on Sept. 4, accomplishing both a
shutout and a player breaking the Great
American Conference (GAC) rushing record.
Senior running back Cole Chancey broke
the GAC rushing record at the game against
East Central. During this game, Chancey
rushed 17 times for 102 yards and three
touchdowns. In his entire career, Chancey has
3,775 rushing yards, breaking the previous

record of 3,763 yards by Ouachita Baptist’s
Kris Oliver.
In the game on Sept. 4, Chancey scored
on runs of 6 yards and 1 yard in the first
quarter and broke the record on a 24-yard
touchdown in the third quarter.
Chancey said the coaches and community
of the football team brought him to this
accomplishment.
“Coming to Harding surrounded by great
coaches puts us in the position to win each
and every week — they do a wonderful job,”
Chancey said. “It’s unspoken what they do

TIANE DAVIS is the sports editor for
The Bison. She may be contacted
at cdavis27@harding.edu.
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Senior running back Cole Chancey runs drills at Bison football practice on the First Security Stadium. Chancey
broke the GAC rushing record during the team’s Sept. 4 game.

behind the scenes. Then players past and
present, I would be nothing without those
guys — nothing at all. The work that they
put in is unmatched. They work their tails
off. I am nothing without them. It’s just a
result of how they work.”
Sophomore defensive back Ahmad Butler
made an interception during the Sept. 4 game
that led Chancey to make another touchdown.
Butler said the team worked hard for the win
after the 2020 season was canceled because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I am really proud of this team, to say the
least,” Butler said. “Hearing the news that we
weren’t going to play was really discouraging
[to] us. I am proud of the way we fought
through adversity up until this point, and it
shows in the game.”
Butler also said Chancey is an example
for the football team.
“Cole Chancey is a great teammate to
have,” Butler said. “He’s very humble and is
always encouraging his teammates. His grit
and toughness is really what this team is about,
and I couldn’t ask for a better teammate.”
Head football coach Paul Simmons said
Chancey’s legacy as a great teammate makes
him stand out.
“The thing about Cole is that he is going
to leave Harding with every rushing record
that has ever been,” Simmons said. “What
stands out about Cole is that he’s a tremendous
teammate. He does all of the detail stuff at
an extremely high level. Everyone sees how
he carries the football, but he’s great off the
field. He’s been a special teammate since he
was a freshman. He will leave a legacy for
his records, but his legacy as a teammate will
be even greater.”
Chancey said his goal as he completes his
senior year on the football team is to be the
best teammate he can be to those younger
than him.
“I hope to impact the young guys the
same way the older guys did: being the best
teammate I can be with guidance and just
letting them know they have all the potential
in the world if they work hard and never be
satisfied,” Chancey said. “Success isn’t given.
It’s earned, and we have guys that believe
that in our locker room. It’s more of just
reassuring them.”
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Searcy Fire Department to host 9/11
stair climb

Flags are placed in honor of 9/11 on the University front lawn near the Administration Building on Sept. 9.
ELLA DURYEA
student writer
The Searcy Fire Department invited
members of the community to join together
for the first annual Memorial Stair Climb on
the First Security Stadium steps of Harding
University tomorrow, Sept. 18.
In remembrance of those who lost their lives
20 years ago on 9/11, the 110-flight bleachers
and the 2,226-meter track will be open from
8:30 a.m. to noon for the community to climb
and walk.
“[This will help Searcy] live out what it

means to never forget,” Jayce Chisum, Searcy
firefighter, said.
Chisum said he attended the last memorial
climb in Little Rock, Arkansas, and was inspired
to bring the same event to Searcy. Chisum said
he believes this event would be influential in
bringing the community together and supporting
the first responders.
The Searcy Fire Department said they hope
Harding students will come out tomorrow
to climb, remember the fallen and develop a
greater sense of community in the Searcy area.
According to searcy.com, ticket sales
ended on Sept. 11, but anyone is welcome to

join the climb regardless of whether a ticket
was purchased. The purchase of a $20 ticket
included admission to walk or climb, a T-shirt,
a memorial ID badge of a first responder who
lost his or her life on 9/11 and a letter from
the first responder’s family telling of their
loved one’s life.
The sum of the proceeds will benefit Next
Rung, a nationwide organization dedicated
to rehabilitating the mental health of first
responders. The proceeds will go toward a 24/7
suicide hotline for first responders.This past year,
more first responders lost their lives to suicide
than on the job, according to nextrung.org.

Searcy welcomes new coffee shops

Photo by DYLAN JOHNSTON

Worker serves a customer at the
drive-thru of Nova Joe’s. The coffee
shop opened in Searcy on June 14.
EMMA JONES
digital content editor

Two new coffee shops were introduced
to the Searcy community over the course of
last summer, with Nova Joe’s opening June
14 and Imago Dei opening July 29.
Nova Joe’s is a branch off of its main
location in Batesville, Arkansas. The Searcy
location operates as a four-lane drive-thru
shop and offers a variety of coffee and other
drinks, as well as breakfast and lunch items.
Senior Dylan Johnston, who works as
the social media and marketing intern for
Nova Joe’s, said the shop’s motto of “Let’s
make today better” is well represented at the
Searcy location.
“The whole environment inside is all about
smiles and positivity,” Johnston said. “We
like to jam out to music while working, and
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Food and drink products sit on a
counter at Nova Joe’s.
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Worker grabs coffee mugs behind the counter at Imago Dei. The coffee shop
started business in Searcy on July 29.
the employees have a good time. It’s also
really flexible hours, so it’s the perfect job
for a college student.”
Imago Dei is a more traditional sit-down
coffee shop that serves specialty lattes and
juices. The shop sources coffee beans from
missionary families who have coffee farms in
an effort to make more of an impact through
their sales. They also sell pastries from Wild
Sweet William’s, a bakery in Searcy.
Harding alumnus Spencer Wright, the
manager at Imago Dei, said he believes the
shop would be a great study space as the
seating is very spread out and there are study
rooms available as well.
“The intention we set forth from the very
get-go was to show that coffee is a vehicle
for relationships,” Wright said. “We’re trying
to use that as an opportunity to cultivate
community through our interactions, as

well as fostering a space for the community.”
Midnight Oil barista Keslee Dunavin,
Harding alumna, said she thinks the two
new coffee shops are going to impact the
Searcy community in a very positive way.
“It just makes Searcy more exciting, and I
feel like it’ll be a good thing for the community
in that regard — more places for people to
go and be together and connect over coffee,”
Dunavin said. “I’m going to go to both so
I can support those local businesses, and
I’m excited about the variety that they will
bring to Searcy.”
Nova Joe’s is located at 3212 E. Race Ave.
and is open 5:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays. Imago Dei is located
inside the lobby of Fellowship Bible Church
at 1005 E. Beebe Capps Expressway and is
open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

Customers sit at a counter at Imago Dei.
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History
of Wild
Sweet
William’s

Eden Henderson

beat reporter

The Harding community is familiar
with the name “Wild Sweet William’s.”
The majority of students have most likely
visited the bakery and have enjoyed its
products. The small storefront on Main
Street looks like nothing special from the
outside, but once you enter the bakery, it is
easy to understand the love that so many
people share for this place. If you arrive
early enough, you might get to see the
front case stocked with different flavors
of scones and kolaches. It is a place that is
warm and inviting and safe.
What most students may not know is
the face behind the counter. Lisa Ford,
the owner, shared her story of how Wild
Sweet William’s came to be. It began in her
childhood, spending time in the kitchen,
baking for her neighbors and church members.
She used baking as a way to raise money
in high school so that she could spend the
summer in Europe. During the early years
of her marriage, Ford and her husband,
Bill, lived in Italy, which gave Lisa a new
perspective on the way that businesses can
be run. Her time in Italy greatly inspired
the quantity of goods sold each day in Wild
Sweet William’s, which makes the product
more special.
Ford’s father was the one who encouraged
her to make W ild Sweet W illiam’s a
permanent storefront. Ford said she was
resistant to the idea of opening a storefront
because she enjoyed the flexibility of baking
leisurely. When her father was diagnosed
with cancer, Ford’s family rallied around
him and spent time planning and forming
a business model. After her father passed
away, Ford said that doors just kept opening
until Wild Sweet William’s was open for
business.
The most amazing part of this story
was how many people contributed, some
even in a small way, to turn this idea into
a reality. As Lisa shared with me how
different seasons of her life influenced the
way that she decided to run Wild Sweet
William’s, it became evident that she
had a strong desire to make her business
people-based. Lisa cares deeply about the
Searcy community and has a mission that
she hopes each customer buys into as they
enter and exit the doors of her storefront.
“Life is pretty tough,” Ford said. “Our
mission is to be a place where even for the
smallest bit of time, people can come in
and experience loveliness and something
out of the ordinary, hopefully, something
even extraordinary, and that can spark the
life that is in them, and then each person
can go into their community and spread
that loveliness.”
Ford continually emphasized that Searcy
showed up. This community showed up when
Wild Sweet William’s was just a stand at
the farmers market and they are continuing
to show up. She explained that there is
something in Searcy that continually draws
her back, something worth investing in.
“There is a hunger for creativity and
a willingness to step out of the comfort
zone and walk in what takes extra effort,”
Ford said.
Ford manages to find beauty in each
customer that she interacts with. She is
in the business of helping people love and
invest in each other, as well as giving her
customers something tangible to show
that she cares.
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Student spotlight:

Freshman representatives Adele Duncan and Evan Carter
ABBEY WILLIAMS
student writer
Every year, the student body votes on
one female and one male freshman to work
in the Student Association (SA). This year,
there were so many candidates that there
was a debate held on Tuesday, Aug. 31.
After a tie, Adele Duncan and Evan Carter
won.
Friday, Sept. 3, the new freshmen
representatives for the SA were announced
during chapel. Duncan is in charge of
the White County relations committee
and Carter oversees the food committee.
During their time on stage, the two
representatives introduced themselves.
“I just got on the SA, so a lot of it is new
to me, but I’m excited because we’re doing
a lot of things in the community, and we
have to remember that Harding is not the
only thing in this location,” Duncan said.
“And so we’re going to do service projects
with them. So I’m super excited about that.”

“My goal is to listen to the needs and
wants of the student body and to unite us
under one goal … that is food,” Carter said.
The newly appointed representatives and
the rest of the SA went on a retreat Friday,
Sept. 3. Both freshmen were nervous about
going since they were new. However, they
had only good things to say about the SA.
“After the retreat, I really felt like I got
to know all of them,” Duncan said. “We got
to know each other, but we also planned
many things, so it was a good vibe overall.
They were so nice, and each of them now
comes up to me and says stuff. It’s like we’re
really good friends.”
Carter expressed similar thoughts.
“I really enjoyed getting to know
many of the upperclassmen,” Carter said.
“Recently I’ve been focusing on getting to
know the freshmen, but on the SA retreat,
I got to know the SA better and see how
great people they are. We got to make
a lot of jokes together, and it was just a

really fun time. I felt like I was
welcomed.”
Carter said he wanted
students to feel welcome
to talk with him.
“Feel free to come
talk to me, and
I’m open to new
ideas,” Carter
said. “I am new
to the SA, so I’ve
only been in it for
a couple of days, but
come talk to me; I’m
approachable. I want to
get stuff done on campus.
I have a lot of great plans
coming up; I wanna give back
to Harding’s freshman class.”
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Freshmen Evan Carter and Adele Duncan stand
on the front lawn as newly elected Student
Association representatives on Sept. 14.

A bedspread to remember
Whitney Scott, gave Emma a huge blanket
with their faces on it and a pillow with the
face of both her brother and her dog.
Every freshman goes through the
The big question here is how did it
struggle of trying to figure out what they
get featured on Fox? Scott said that after
want their room to look like — from the
her parents posted the hilarious gift on
Facebook, the rest was history.
“My parents originally just
posted this on their Facebook
account for their friends, but
people started sharing it in a
Facebook group called Grown
and Flown (for parents of kids
going off to college),” Scott said.
“Soon after, Fox News caught
wind of the funny story and
messaged my dad asking for
pictures and an online interview.
Two days later, while I was on
FaceTime with my parents, ‘Fox
and Friends’ asked if they could
do a segment on me and the
blanket.”
Scott’s roommate, freshman
Shaelyn Woody, has known the
Scotts for about three years now
and claims that while this was
a complete surprise, it was not
unexpected.
“I had absolutely no idea
her family was making the
Photos provided by Emma Scott
bedspread for her,” Woody said.
Freshman Emma Scott poses with her brother Ben and her parents, David and
Whitney Scott, with the blanket they gave her on Aug. 19 after moving into Cathcart
Hall.
JADA ROBISON
student writer

bedspread to the lights on the wall to the
amount of stuffed animals allowed on
the bed. Freshman Emma Scott’s family
had the perfect idea for a bedspread —
so perfect that it got them featured on
Fox News. Emma’s parents, David and

“It was a total surprise that it happened, but
not unexpected from her family — they’re
a blast. My first reaction to the pillow and
blanket was, ‘Oh my goodness, of course
they would do that.’ I think it is hilarious
and definitely something I will remember
from my college experience.”
Freshman Caden Grubb, Scott’s boyfriend,
attested to the family being fun-loving and
spontaneous and was also not surprised by
this gift.
“They are super loving and caring and
value all of the time that they have together,
so I am not surprised that they would give
her this gift to remind her of that,” Grubb
said. “I’m just happy that the nation gets to
see just a tiny piece of the amazing family
that she is a part of because I truly am so
blessed to get to be a part of that, as well.”
While the story was well-received by
most, Scott did recount a negative comment
made by one of Fox’s hosts expressing the
potential intentions behind the pillow and
the blanket.
“‘Make no mistake, that was meant to
repel boys from that bed,’ was what one of
the hosts said when they aired the story
on national TV,” Scott said. “Just want to
point out that this blanket was not in any
way given to me to repel boys. I love my
family more than anything, and I’m proud
of their creativity in making this for me.”

Dr. Duke named new
ASI executive director
ERIC JOHNSON
opinions editor
The American Studies Institute
(ASI) is entering this school year with a new
executive director, Dr. John Richard Duke.
Duke officially became the new director on
Aug. 1 after former director Kim Kirkman
transitioned out of the role. Kirkman now
serves as the regional development director
for southeastern states at Taylor University.
Duke’s connections with ASI at
Harding go all the way back to his days as a
young boy growing up in Searcy.
“I’m from small-town Arkansas, and
I have always appreciated this idea of
speakers who are experts in their field
coming to my small town and sharing their
expertise,” Duke said.
Duke has been an associate professor of
history at Harding since 2014 and plans to
continue teaching while serving in this new
role. During his time at Harding as both an
undergraduate student and faculty member,
Duke said he has enjoyed attending as
many ASI events as possible. Additionally,
Duke said he encourages all of his students
to go see the ASI speakers when they visit.
“Anytime we have people on our campus
that have been successful or achieved
something, I think you can benefit from
what they have to say,” Duke said. “It

doesn’t mean that you always have to agree
with them, but you can take what someone
says and see if you can learn from it.”
Senior Seth Sims, one of ASI cochairman along with senior Konrad Heyen,
is optimistic about serving under Duke this
year.
“I think Dr. Duke brings a lot of good
ideas to the table,” Sims said. “I think he
will help ASI grow and be more active on
campus.”
Kirkman said she is excited as well about
the future of ASI under Duke’s leadership.
Kirkman shared that one of the first
documents she read when she first became
executive director of ASI six years ago was
an essay on the history of ASI at Harding
written by Duke as an undergraduate
student.
“Dr. Duke has been preparing for this
since he was in college,” Kirkman said. “Of
all the people that were on campus to take
over, I am especially excited that it was him
because he knows the history.”
Additionally, Kirkman invited Duke to
be the keynote speaker at the most recent
ASI induction last October. Kirkman
referred to this coincidental decision as
foreshadowing, as this came months before
she planned to transition out of her role as
executive director.
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New ASI director Dr. John Richard Duke sits in his office in the American
Heritage Building on Sept. 9.
In his keynote speech, Duke spoke
on how personal stories and connections
make up the backbone of ASI. These ideas
remain at the forefront of Duke’s vision for
the future of ASI.
“We want to engage with students, we
want to engage with faculty and we want
to engage with the community,” Duke said.
“We want to let people hear these stories,
experience these places and hear about
these ideas.”
Duke’s experiences with American
Studies go beyond Searcy, as he taught

in the American Studies department at
Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz,
Germany, for the better part of seven years.
Duke stated that this experience has made
him interested in exploring how different
types of people think about America.
This spirit of curiosity is something that
connects Duke’s background as a historian
to his new role in ASI.
“Historians tend to be curious people,
and I think that a part of American studies
is that exactly: trying to be curious,”
Duke said.
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Students gather at Downtown Church of Christ for congregational singing on the evening of Aug. 29. Downtown Singing happens every Sunday night and
allows students to come together and worship for two hours.

ERIN BOOHER
student writer
A weekly student worship event hosted
weekly by Downtown Church of Christ and
colloquially called “Downtown Singing” has
returned for the fall 2021 semester. The event
is a two-hour-long opportunity for students
to worship, sing and pray in fellowship with
one another each Sunday night.
Senior Mary Claire Banks said she considers
the event to be a beneficial experience and
has been eagerly anticipating the return.
“I always look forward to Downtown Singing
on Sunday nights, so I was really excited that it
was starting back up,” Banks said. “But it was
no surprise to me, because Levi [Huddleston]
and Mak [Oviedo-Rodriguez] work so hard
to make this service great for everyone.”

Return of Downtown Singing
Banks’ enthusiasm is shared by many other
students, such as sophomore Darby Walker.
Walker began going to Downtown’s weekly
event as a freshman and said she is thrilled
to have it return this year.
“I was so excited for it to come back,”
Walker said. “It’s definitely rejuvenating
every week, and there are so many people,
so it’s fun to see everyone and get to worship
together.”
While Downtown Singing does include a
brief devotional, the event’s focus lies with its
a cappella singing and worship accompanied
by prayer.
“The positive experience I have gained has
primarily been being able to use the service as
a time to set everything else aside and focus
on God,” Banks said. “Downtown Singing is
a great place for fellowship, as well.”

These quotes were pulled from the Hot section of YikYak on the Harding
University Campus on Wednesday, Sept. 15.
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“Downtown Singing is really just a special
time of praise for me,” junior Blake Dale said.
“It’s a great way to end every Sunday and
prepare to begin the new week.”
Many see it as a good opportunity to
come together to worship and gather with
friends, regardless of the church they attend
in the morning. Some students accustomed
to different styles of worship, such as Walker,
still enjoy the event and benefit from it.
“I attended non-denominational churches
with contemporary instrumental worship, which
I really like, but I lost touch of the beauty of
singing old hymns in a large group where
all of the voices can be heard,” Walker said.
While Walker does not attend Downtown
Church of Christ morning services, she still
looks forward to spending Sunday evenings
at Downtown.

“I get two different styles of singing in
one day, which I really appreciate because
there are such beautiful things in both,”
Walker said.
In its first two weeks, Downtown Singing
filled nearly every seat in the auditorium,
and students do not predict that attendance
will decline in the coming semester. Dale,
Banks and Walker all expect that they will
continue to attend.
“It is a good way for me to be more
intentional about setting time aside for
God,” Banks said. “Sundays are dedicated
to homework a lot of the time, and I like to
make sure I am taking time out of the stress
of the week to refocus on what really matters.”

SAM JACKSON
student writer

to participate. Cheap prices, fast deliveries
and safe meet-ups on campus are just a
few of the biggest benefits that come from
buying from people associated with Harding.
Sellers are closely tracked for reliability and
civility towards their customers by the group
administrators, meaning everyone can expect
a high level of decency when conducting
business on the site. Public slander is also
banned. If a problem is found with either the
seller or the buyer, it is directly reported to
the administrators.
Creating a space where anyone feels safe to
sell and buy as they please is the top priority
of the group moderators. However, the
amount of students that use the garage sale
has steadily decreased over the last few years.
“Most of the people I see doing business
in the group are usually older students or
alumni,” senior Jake Ward said. “It’s a shame
because the younger students are missing out
on some missed opportunities for good deals.
Even if you aren’t really into second-hand
shopping, it doesn’t hurt to look around and
see what’s out there. Some of the stuff for
sale is brand new.”
Whether old or new, all students are
encouraged to check out the garage sale and
see if it has something for them. Remember
to always use safety measures when meeting
to conduct business: Meet during the daytime
in a public area (the student center, for
example), tell a friend where you are going
and be wary of disclosing too much personal
information.

HU online garage sale: the
market on the web

Everybody likes a good bargain, but not
everyone knows they can gain exclusive access
to deals just by being a Harding student.
“Harding University Online Garage Sale”
is a private Facebook group through which
Harding students and alumni who live nearby
can place their unwanted items up for sale,
reaching a much wider net in terms of sale
possibilities than would be attainable by
simply contacting friends.
There are no limits to the types of items
available for sale in the group. Everything
from clothes to RVs are listed. Senior Abby
Womack said she used the garage sale to
buy the Chacos she wore every day on her
study abroad trip.
“It was really easy to use,” Womack said.
“The seller was super nice and accommodating,
the shoes were cheap, and I ended up with
one of my favorite pairs of shoes.”
Not only is it good for fashion, the group
has many practical college items for sale as
well, including textbooks.
“I found my most expensive textbook
of the semester for half the price of what it
would be online,” senior Julia Hallford said.
“I saved a lot of money using the garage sale.”
The application process to join the group
is easy, just type “HU Garage Sale” in the
Facebook search bar and request admission.
All current Harding students, as well as
alumni that live near Searcy, are allowed
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